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Fifth Sunday of Easter Worship Service 
 

Prelude   Fantasia in d minor   Georg Philip Telemann 

    

Opening Hymn 536 (vs 1, 2) “Open your ears, O faithful people” 

Open your ears, O faithful people,  

open your ears and hear God’s word. 

Open your hearts, O royal priesthood, God has come to you. 

Refrain: 

God has spoken to his people, Hallelujah! 

And his words are words of wisdom, Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

God has spoken to his people, Hallelujah! 

And his words are words of wisdom, Hallelujah! 
 

They who have ears to hear the message, 

they who have ears, then let them hear. 

They who would learn the way of wisdom, let them hear God’s word. 

Repeat Refrain 
 

Open your ears, O faithful people, 

open your ears and hear God’s word. 

Open your hearts, O royal priesthood, God has come to you. 

 

The Word of God 
 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Alleluia. Christ is risen.  

People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  

 

The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

All sing. 

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

    receive our prayer. 
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For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, 

    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son 

Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the 

way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 7:55-60 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 

standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 

Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout 

all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone 

him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they 

were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and 

cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, 

he died. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; 

let me never be put to shame; * 

deliver me in your righteousness. 

2 Incline your ear to me; * 

make haste to deliver me. 

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 

for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 

for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 

4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 

for you are my tower of strength. 

5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 

for you have redeemed me, 

O LORD, O God of truth. 

15 My times are in your hand; * 

rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 

and from those who persecute me. 

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 

and in your loving-kindness save me." 

 



3 

 

A Reading from the first letter of Peter 2:2-10 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 
God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For 
it stands in scripture: 
 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
a cornerstone chosen and precious; 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 

“The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the very head of the corner”, 

and 
“A stone that makes them stumble, 

and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order 
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 
 

Once you were not a people, 
but now you are God’s people; 

once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy. 

 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

Gradual Hymn    Alleluia 

 

The Gospel: John 14:1-14 

Deacon or Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  

People   Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my 

Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 

to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 

take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the 

place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How 

can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From 

now on you do know him and have seen him.”  
 

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have 

I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has 

seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the 
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Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 

me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, 

the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 

than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 

Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
 

Deacon/Priest  The Gospel of the Lord.  

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Sermon           The Rev. Dr. Stephen Smith 

 

Announcements 

 

Prayers of the People 

Let us rejoice in the living hope that has been given to us through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, as we respond to each petition by saying, “Hear us, O risen Christ.”  
 

In thanksgiving for the fellowship we share with Christians throughout the world, who hold high 

the light of Christ that overpowers death and reveals the promises of God’s eternal reign; let us 

pray.  

Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

Grant us your abiding and merciful presence, so that in the time of trial we will not be shaken, 

but may walk the path of your glory to the fullness of your joy; let us pray.  

Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

Show us your wounds, that we may see your face in the faces of the poor and hungry, the abused 

and rejected, the lonely and despised, and respond with the sacrificial generosity by which you 

redeemed humanity from sin and evil; let us pray.  

Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

Help us to be a people of forgiveness, moving beyond our feelings of betrayal and rejection, to 

forgive those who have pierced our hearts, and to receive forgiveness from those whom we have 

wounded, so that together we may receive the victory of love for which Christ gave his life; let 

us pray.  

Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

Direct the Church on the road to mutual respect, fidelity, and peace honoring different cultures, 

languages, races and peoples, so that we may discover the beauty of the global community for 

which Christ stretched forth his arms of love; let us pray.  

Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

Bread of life and cup of our eternal joy, fill us with these riches of your grace, that we may know 

your constant presence with those who dwell on earth, and with those whose dwelling place is in 

paradise; let us pray.  

Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

For those who have died [especially…] that they may have a place in your heavenly kingdom; let 

us pray. 

Hear us, O risen Christ.  
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In companionship with all the baptized, let us continue our prayers. For all those serving on the  

front line of our hospitals and care facilities [especially…]; let us pray.  

Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

For the sick, the friendless, and the needy [especially…]; let us pray.  

Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

And for those celebrating birthdays this week [especially…]; and for […] who celebrate their 

anniversaries; let us pray.  

Hear us, O risen Christ.  
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  

 

Peace 

 

Hymn 370 verse 6 “St. Patrick’s Breastplate” 

Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, 

Christ beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me, 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 

Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Celebrant 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all 

your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our 

creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love  

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope 

of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful 
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hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our 

selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

Closing Hymn 460 (vs. 1, 2, 5) “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! His the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia! His the triumph, his the victory alone; 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood; 

Jesus out of every nation hath redeemed us by his blood. 

 

Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now; 

Alleluia! He is near us, faith believes, nor questions how: 

though the cloud from sight received him, when the forty days were o’er, 

shall our hearts forget his promise, “I am with you evermore”? 

 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! His the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia! His the triumph, his the victory alone; 

Hark! The songs of holy Zion thunder like a mighty flood; 

Jesus out of every nation hath redeemed us by his blood. 

 

Dismissal 

 

Postlude   Psalm 31               Heinrich Schütz 


