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The church is dark, or partially so, when the service is to begin. 

All stand, and the Officiant greets the people with these words. 

 

Officiant Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

Jesus said, "You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one lights a 

lamp to put it under a bucket, but on a lamp-stand where it gives light for everyone in the house. 

And you, like the lamp, must shed light among your fellow men, so that they may see the deed 

you do, and give glory to your Father in heaven."    Matthew 5:14-16 

 

Prayer for Light 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this 

light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

The candles at the Altar are now lighted, as are other candles and lamps as may be convenient. 

During the candle-lighting, an appropriate anthem or psalm may be sung or said, or silence 

kept. 

 

Anthem  ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime    Huron Carol 

 

Lucenaria for Christmas 

Officiant The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia.  

People  The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia. 

Officiant And dwelt among us: 

People  Alleluia, alleluia.  

Officiant Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  

People  The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia.  

Officiant Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, alleluia: 

People  God is the Lord; he has shined upon us, alleluia.  

 

Phos hilaron  “O Gracious Light” 2 

O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ, in you the Father’s glory shone. 

Immortal, holy, blest is he, and blest are you, his holy Son. 
 

Now sunset comes, but lights shines forth, the lamps are lit to pierce the night. 

Praise Father, Son, and Spirit: God who dwells in the eternal light. 
 

Worthy are you of endless praise, O Son of God, Life-giving Lord; 

wherefore you are through all the earth and in the highest heaven adored. 

 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis 3:1-15 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He 

said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman 

said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall 

not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you 

shall die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you 



eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when 

the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 

tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to 

her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew 

that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, 

and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of 

the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I 

heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 

myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 

commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 

gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that 

you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the 

serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 

    cursed are you among all animals 

    and among all wild creatures; 

upon your belly you shall go, 

    and dust you shall eat 

    all the days of your life. 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

    and between your offspring and hers; 

he will strike your head, 

    and you will strike his heel.” 
 

After the Reading, the Reader may say 

  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Music      Adam lay ybounden              15th century English text 

 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 7:10-15 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol 

or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then 

Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you 

weary my God also?  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is 

with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by 

the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
 

After the Reading, the Reader may say 

  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Music    Ky yeled yulad lanu,     Hebrew Chant (Isaiah 7:5-6) 

 

A Reading from the Gospel according to John 1:1-18  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 



came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 

to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 

him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 

born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word 

became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 

son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 

‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) From his fullness we 

have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the 

Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Let us pray. 

Most merciful and loving God, you have made this day holy by the incarnation of your Son Jesus 

Christ, and by the child-bearing of the Blessed Virgin Mary: Grant that we your people may 

enter with joy into the celebration of this day, and may also rejoice for ever as your adopted sons 

and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Collect for Christmas 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that 

we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; 

where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.  

 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 

on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 

you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, 

as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 

and the bar across their shoulders, 

the rod of their oppressor, 

you have broken as on the day of Midian. 



For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

and all the garments rolled in blood 

shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 

a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 

and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

After the Reading, the Reader may say 

  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 96 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song; * 

sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * 

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the nations * 

and his wonders among all peoples. 

4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 

he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * 

ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * 

bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 

let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! * 

he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity." 



11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 

let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

before the Lord when he comes, * 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 

and the peoples with his truth. 

 

Reading from Paul’s letter to Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and 

worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 

while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity 

and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

After the Reading, the Reader may say 

  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Music      Christmas Melody           Elizabeth Lewis, cello 

 

The Gospel            Luke 2:1-20 

All standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying,  

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 

This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 

their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 

to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 

David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you 

good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands 

of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 

go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 



us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

  The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Sermon 

 

Prayers of the People 

The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; especially…and for all who are or will 

become ill as a result of Covid. 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Kenneth our Bishop; Rob and Cameron our Clergy and  

for all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 
 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, especially... …and for all those in our community and across the 

world who have died as a result of Covid, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 



The People may add their own petitions 
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 
 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins 
 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Leader and People 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and 

serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Absolution 

 

The Peace All stand.  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People  And also with you.  

 

Greetings and Announcements 

 

The Offertory Hymn 111 “Silent night, holy night”   The Lewis Family 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 

Christ the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light 

radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at they birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

Spiritual Communion* 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Officiant and People 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 

Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember 

your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I 

cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come 

spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me 

never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to 

come. Amen.  

 

The General Thanksgiving  

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all 

your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our 

creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope 

of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful 

hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our 

selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 

throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, 

scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen. 

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, 

and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen. 

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his 

peace and favor. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirt, be upon you and 

remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn 111 (vs.1, 4) “Joy to the world!”  

Joy to the world! the Lord is come; let earth receive her King; 

let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

The Deacon or Celebrant, dismisses the people.  

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude  All My Heart This Night Rejoices   Helmut Walcha 
 

*From the Prayer Book for the Armed Forces  


