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The Newsletter of St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church 

From the Interim Rector’s Desk 

Dear Beloved Community of St. Patrick’s, 

I am honored to be appointed as your  interim priest in charge beginning January 1.  For at 
least nine months, we will be partners in all aspects of ministry while you discern the calling 
of a new rector.   

By way of introduction, I have been a priest for 17 years and have served in a variety of 
parishes.  My favorite aspects of ordained life are holy listening, preaching, pastoral care, 
and teaching.  I moved back to Columbus in 2017 after being away for many years, but my 
roots in this area go way back.  For you Dublin history buffs, I am a descendant of Ludwig 
Sells, and quite a few of my ancestors can be found in Dublin cemetery. I love hiking, 
kayaking, camping, and scuba diving. My “quaran-team” companions are my two dogs, 
Magnus and Cody, who are excellent pastoral companions. And yes, I am “that priest with 
the blue hair.” 

So what does having an interim priest in charge mean? Here is a great synopsis from The 
Interim Ministry Network: 

“This time period called the “interim” provides congregations an opportunity to call a cler-
gy leader to provide transitional leadership during a period of pastoral vacancy... the con-
gregation and the administrative body of the denomination need time to think through the 
appointment of a new pastoral leader...During this interim period, the congregation needs 
an experienced pastoral leader who can fill the interim time, help to heal any wounds or 
sense of loss the congregation may be suffering, discover and explore their purpose and 
mission  and provide a continuation in ministry— in preaching and pastoral caring.” 

“Interim ministry also is about seeking effective ways to organize for ministry, recruit, train 
and develop new leadership. It involves assessing the way decisions are made in the church 
and determining if there are more inclusive ways to handle this task. This is a time to look 
at how the community of faith relates to one another, the surrounding neighborhood, and 
the wider church. Finally, this is a time for a congregation to discover their identity apart 
from the pastor of the church. This is an opportunity to develop a vision that will help 
meet the spiritual needs of members and enhance their ministry beyond themselves. With 
this kind of clarity, the congregation can find a new leader who will equip them to follow 
what they believe to be God’s will, direction and purpose.” 

That sounds like a lot, but together we can do it all. You have been so faithful in maintain-
ing your mission and vision “no matter what” during these past challenging 
months.  Here’s to going from strength to strength in the coming year! 

With Every Blessing,  

Elizabeth 
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The Episcopal 

Church Welcomes 

You. 

Parish Life Coordinator Update 

I love the poem below.  It is written by Howard Thurman, an African-American theo-
logian, educator, and civil rights leader. This will be my Epiphany prayer. 

Now the Work of Christmas Begins   

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

when the star in the sky is gone,  

when the kings and princes are home, 

when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins: 

to find the lost, 

to heal the broken, 

to feed the hungry, 

to release the prisoner, 

to rebuild the nations, 

to bring peace among the people, 

to make music in the heart. 

~ Julie Righter 

Update: Annual Stewardship Drive 

Thank you to those who have shared their statement of financial support for 2021. So 
far 151 pledges totaling $415,000 have been received. 

We are still far from our goal; over the last few years costs have increased faster than 
giving. We have managed to avoid deficits but will not be able to do so next year. One 
of the things we need is support from ALL members. About 30% of our members 
never turn in a statement of support (formerly known as a pledge card). We need each 
of you to submit a statement of support, so we know where we stand against our 
budget of $560,000. 

Please, help us keep our ministries and programs thriving. We realize these are difficult 
times we are in, but we need each other now more than ever. Please send your state-
ment of support to the office, confidentially email it to our pledge secretary Charlie 
Horton at charliehorton6983@gmail.com, or make a pledge through our Realm net-
work. Please, prayerfully consider how you will support our church community. We 
truly appreciate your generosity. 

Mary Rasmussen 

mailto:church@pats-dublin.org
http://www.pats-dublin.org
mailto:rector@pats-dublin.org
mailto:assistant@pats-dublin.org
mailto:administrator@pats-dublin.org
mailto:charliehorton6983@gmail.com
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Adult Forum Explores the Bible  

Join us each Sunday at 11:00am on Zoom as we travel The Path on a Journey 
through the Bible. After taking a couple weeks off for the Christmas and New 
Year holidays, we return on January 10 at 11:00am. All are welcome to join us as 
we explore the vast narrative of the scriptures, enabling us to see the great story 
of God’s love from the beginning of creation, through the life of Jesus Christ, 
and in our own time, guided by the Holy Spirit. We also learn that the hope God 
offered to the faithful in ages past is the very same hope to which God is calling 
us today. While there is a companion text, there is no requirement to have read 
to join us. You will be able to hear what’s happening and join in the discussion.  
Should you want a copy of the book, simply contact Mother Cameron.  

January 10: Daniel, Servant of the Living God 

January 17: Go up and rebuild 

January 24: Good News of Great Joy 

Holiday Hours 
 

The parish office will be closed on December 31 and reopen on Mon-
day, January 4.  

Check with the convener of your small group or ministry about wheth-
er you will meet via Zoom the week of the New Years. 

Worship Update 

Worship Services at St. Patrick’s continue be available on-line via 
YouTube and shared to our Facebook page. Join us Wednesdays at 
12:00pm and Sundays at 9:30am. We will continue to follow the recom-
mendations of the Diocese of Southern Ohio and refrain from “indoor, in
-person worship until Covid infections decrease to a number recommend-
ed by the CDC and the Governor for congregant gatherings.” If the num-
bers permit, renewed guidelines for indoor worship will be issued by the 
Diocese in early January.  

A Service for New Year’s Eve (December 31) and the Feast of the 
Holy Name (January 1) will be available on YouTube beginning at 
5:00pm.  

We will celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6 at 12:00pm live 
on YouTube.  

Franklin County          
Children’s Services     
Holiday Wish Program 

A hearty THANK YOU to all who 
bought gift cards for children under 
the care of Franklin Co. Children 
Services.  We provided Christmas 
for 50 children!  $2500!!  You are all 
so generous.  May God bless you. 

Epiphany Finger Plays 
All Ages Welcome!! 

Each year St. Patrick’s tells an Epiphany 
story that is uniquely ours. Parishioners 
young and older, and everywhere in be-
tween join together and share the joy of 
our Savior’s birth. We light candles and 
sing of a glorious star that shone so 
bright that ever since people have been 
following the light of Christ.  

This year pageant participants will receive 
finger puppets to help them tell the story 
of Christmas at home. If you would like a 
set of puppets, simply contact Mother 
Cameron.   

Then, if you’re willing, send us a record-
ing of your family telling the story of 
Christmas, the arrival of the Wise People, 
and/or of the Saints of God who came 
after and continued to spread the light of 
Christ in the world. Or share with us a 
pageant memory of years past.  

A Collection of Epiphany Finger Plays 
and Memories will be shared during the 
12 days of Christmas. No need to be 
perfect, just be genuinely you! Check out 
this video on YouTube for inspiration: 
Christmas According to Kids- Southland 
Christian Church. (https://youtu.be/
suowe2czxcA)  

Email your plays to Mother Cameron or 
use the link to Google Drive found in 
weekly emails to the Parish. 

https://youtu.be/suowe2czxcA
https://youtu.be/suowe2czxcA


January 6 is the Feast of the Epiphany, sometimes called "Three Kings Day," and starts 
what some consider to be the Season of or after Epiphany, continuing until Ash
Wednesday. In some cultures, January 6 is a large and festive end to the Christmas
season; a day of presents, parades, and celebration. Epiphany is an invitation to follow
stars, listen to dreams, and step out of what we have always known. The Gospel of
Matthew tells us this is the day the magi ("kings") arrived in Bethlehem, directed by angels
and guided by a star, bringing gifts of  gold, frankincense, and myrrh to Jesus. Gold
symbolized Jesus as a king. Frankincense and myrrh are sweet-smelling resins that were
burned as sacred offerings and during burials. The magi go home by another road. Little
else is known about them, although a robust tradition has grown around them over time,
including their number (three) and their names (Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar). This
holy mystery invites us to wonder who the magi are and how their sacred story intersects
with our own. Who or what is leading you to God incarnate? Which stars will you follow
this year and what road will you take? What gifts will you offer?

EPIPHANY

READ
Matthew 2:1-12 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of
the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When
King Herod heard this he was frightened and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem; for it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly
called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child and
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”
They set out and ahead of them went the star they had seen at its rising, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.



WONDER

O God Among Us, may we be visited by angels, may we follow stars, may we bring the
gifts we have to offer. May we embrace the journey and travel in love. May Christ bless
our homes and find a home in our hearts throughout the year. Amen.

PRAY

On Epiphany, consider participating in an ancient tradition known as "Chalking the Door."
This practice consists of marking a blessing in chalk in a specific pattern of letters and
numbers, to invite God's blessing on a home, church, or other entryway, and on all who
enter its doors during the year. All you need is chalk and a doorway. The markings are
usually made above the front door or main entrance, in this pattern:
                                                              20 + C + M + B + 21
The numbers change each year to reflect the new calendar year. The letters C, M, and B
are given two meanings: the initials of the traditional names of the three magi, Caspar,
Melchior, and Balthazar, and the initials of the Latin phrase Christus Mansionem Benedicat,
which means, “Christ bless this dwelling.” The + signs are for the Cross of Christ. Before,
during, or after the chalking of the door, the following prayer might be offered:  

O God of Stars and Journeys, we ask your blessing on this threshold. May all whose journeys
lead them through these doors be blessed with health, generosity of spirit, a joyful heart, and
deep peace. O God of Welcome, may all who enter this doorway rejoice to find Christ living
among us, and may we seek and serve, in everyone we meet, that same Jesus who is the
incarnate Word, now and forever. Amen.

Seeing the symbols over our door during the year remind us, even as life goes back to a
regular routine after Christmas, that our homes and all those who dwell there belong to
Christ. They are also reminders of the welcome the magi gave to Jesus. Who might we
welcome into our hearts this coming year? With time the chalk will fade. As it does, we let
the meaning of the written symbols sink into the depths of our hearts and manifest in our
words and actions. 

Created by The Rev. Jennifer McNally, priest at Saint Anne's Episcopal Church and convener of dinner church Table 229, St. Paul,
Minnesota, and The Rev. Anna V. Ostenso Moore, Associate for Family Ministry at St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral, Minneapolis, and
author of the picture books "Today Is a Baptism Day" and "We Gather at This Table."  Please share freely!
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Sunday, February 14th  

for the Annual Meeting.  

 

This year it will be a virtual meeting. Look 
for more information about voting, attend-
ing the meeting, and the annual report in 
Realm emails, St. Patrick’s Happenings 

email, and the Sunday News. 

Chemo Caps 
Right now we have three people who are, or will 
be soon, working on this project. It would be great 
to at least double this number. The goal would be 
to have Chemo Caps available for family mem-
bers, or friends who might need them. The caps 
could serve as a symbol of caring from us at St. 
Patrick’s during difficult  times for others.  

If you can help with this project or have questions, 
please Email me by clicking here.  Give me your 
address, and I will send directions. Many thanks 
for helping with this Ministry.  

Rose Walker 
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Happy New Year from the staff  of  St. Patrick’s! 

Jennifer Bell, Music Director,  Amy O’Neill, Parish Administrator,  Julie Righter, Parish Life Coordinator 

Becky Stains, Bookkeeper,  Rev. Rob Rideout, Deacon,  Rev. Cameron O’Riley, Assistant to the Rector 

mailto:rosewalker162@gmail.com
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We encourage all members to check out virtual adult forums.  The zoom link is: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/83896041789.  These sessions are open to high school age and older.  There is 
a presentation and then discussion in smaller groups (4-5 people) through zoom’s breakout room 
feature. The Adult Forum is after the 9:30 AM Sunday Service starting at 11:00 AM. During the 
hour, a chapter is discussed from the book, The Path, and breakout rooms focus on ques-

tions.  The Forum is a great way to meet others in the congregation.  Please join this infor-
mal discussion and reading is not required. 

We have ordered custom masks like the one pictured for parishioners and visitors.  They 
will be available in January.  

This Month in Episcopal History: 

Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe: Essential Workers of  the Faith  ⬧ January 27  

Jesus called on Paul to create the Christian Church. He left it up to Paul to fill in the details: where would parishioners meet? 
How would parishioners be refreshed during and after the worship services? Would church teachers and leaders be provided 
with housing? How would the spiritual leaders and teachers be fed and their clothes washed? 

Of course, these were all basic questions which needed to be answered if the Christian Church was to be sustained.  Who 
would handle these issues?  Obviously, there was too much to ask of the most prominent Christian leaders and teachers to 
cook for everyone. They would be just too busy for these functions.  

It was at this time, and certainly not by coincidence, that Paul met Lydia. He was walking down a road and happened upon 
one of her meetings with a women's group. The Apostle pulled Lydia aside and began to talk with her about the best way to 
reach spiritual fulfillment. During this conversation he did not condescend to her about religious philosophy.  Lydia immedi-
ately declared herself a follower of Jesus as a result of their discourse. Lydia did not merely talk the talk she walked the walk. 
She recruited two other women, Dorcas and Phoebe, to share with her the responsibility of providing church logistics which 
we've enumerated above. She and her colleagues would run the day-to-day operations of the church so that the church leaders 
and teachers could help parishioners in their search for spiritual fulfillment.  

Lydia and her colleagues did not look for notoriety in what they did for the church. They knew that without what they did for 
the church it could not function and that is all the reward they wanted for their efforts.  

The lessons of these three women have been learned by millions of Christians, male and female, over the centuries.  We are 
honored to have many such workers in our own church organization.  They volunteer to perform the many tasks which 
keeps our church running.  They know it is better to selflessly do the routine chores of the church that on expect the notoriety 
of being the church leader. Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe are commemorated each January 27th in the Episcopal calendar.      

Jim Westman  

You are INVITED 
You will be WELCOMED 

You can CONNECT with others 
We are "still" St. Pat's JOYFUL community of FAITH 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83896041789
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83896041789
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Wellness Words  

Lissa and I share writing newsletter articles, but to be honest Lissa 
has written more than I. Several years ago, I found a great poem, 
“The Work of Christmas Begins.” I volunteered for January, then I 
reread the poem. Oops, two sentences are not at all appropriate dur-
ing the COVID 19 Pandemic.  What to do?  How to get out of this 
dilemma?   I began thinking about Change,  Loss and Grief,  and the 
General Thanksgiving  in the Book of Common Prayer on page 
836.                                                  

In the General Thanksgiving Prayer, the words “Thank you for 
those disappointments that lead us to acknowledge our dependence 
on you alone.”  jumped out at me. Other phrases leap out as well. 
“Blessing of family and friends,” “Setting us at tasks that demand 
out best efforts.”  All these phrases conjure up lots of opportunities for growth and change.  

An interesting metaphor for change is a frozen river. Circumstances come along: sun, longer days, and the frozen river starts to 
melt and move downstream, the final shape may not yet be known, but forces are afoot that will make things different. So too 
for us. The moving part is the hardest, because the end may not yet be in sight and a certain amount of anxiety is bound to be 
present. Ultimately, the river sets into a pattern , just as we do, and becomes more stable.  In the right climate conditions the 
river may even freeze again. COVID 19 has up-ended all, like nothing any of us have ever experienced in our lifetimes. (I am 
pretty sure no one at St. Patrick’s remembers 1918 well.) 

Most of us probably had a quiet Christmas. Few or no friends and family to share the day, Christmas Church Service on 
YouTube, and we certainly aren’t back to our schedules because virtually every day is different. We mostly work from home, if 
the job is still there, and ready or not home schooling is now a part of our lives. (The river is still moving.) 

COVID 19 has also has also brought a lot of grief and loss. Stages of grief: Shock, Anger, Disbelief, Bargaining, Acceptance, 
and Finding Meaning are not easy to manage. Finding Meaning is a new addition to Elizabeth Kubler-Ross’ work by David 
Kessler. He worked closely with her through the years.  We all zig zag back and forth through most of the stages. It is not unu-
sual to go through all or some of these steps several times.  

There is grief and loss at St. Patrick’s too. Loss of worship services, gathering for fellowship, catching up on the news, making 
new friends, and working on our various ministries. Thank goodness for Zoom and WiFi  throughout the building. Although 
we value, appreciate, and will never forget all Father Stephen and Jan did and mean to us, there is grief in their loss too.  We will 
miss them and sincerely hope their retirement is everything they wish it to be. We are grateful for Mother Cameron’s presence 
among us. Her many talents, caring ways, and spirit are helping smooth the way for all of us.  

A tall order is ahead. Christmas “Work” to be done, waiting for the River change AKA St. Patrick’s to find its new flow pat-
tern, and managing our personal and community grief. We need to be kind to ourselves  and others during these days. Self-
Care is essential to staying grounded.  

There is light at the end of the tunnel. As this piece is being written, the first doses of vaccine are being shipped and arriving at 
distribution centers. It will be a while before sufficient numbers are immunized. Hopefully, the THREE W’s , WEAR a mask, 
WASH hands often, and WATCH social ( physical) distance will become automatic for ALL of us as we wait our turn for the 
vaccine. Remember by the time this newsletter is in your hands, the days are beginning to get longer. That means more light at 
the end of the tunnel for all of us. Lissa and I wish you a blessed, more settled, and more peaceful New Year.  

Rose 

The Work of Christmas Begins 
 
When the Carol’s have been stilled, 
When the Star-topped tree is taken down,  
When family and friends have gone home,  
We are back to our schedules,  
The work of Christmas begins.  
 

To welcome the refugee, to heal a broken planet,  
To feed the hungry.  
To build bridges of trust, not walls of fear,  
To share our gifts, To seek justice and peace for all 
peoples. 
    Author unknown  
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December Vestry Meeting Highlights 

After opening prayer offered by Mike Kennedy: 

• Mother Cameron provided her Clergy Report, including that we have updated guidance from the 
Diocese on worship and communion such that now both purple and red counties must manage 
all services with 10 or less participants until such time as conditions change for the better. 

• November vestry meeting minutes were reviewed and approved with two minor changes. 

• Church Treasurer Sarah Mackenzie presented her report on the budget thru November 2020: 

 Total income is under budget by $50K on a YTD basis and under budget for the month by 
$11,268 due to a combined increase in expenses and dip in pledge receipts. 

 Expenses were under budget for the month by $7.4K. 

 Available cash (cash minus endowment and restricted accounts) is $93K which is about 2 
months of operating expenses (three months is considered ideal). 

 The organ fund has a current balance of $66,485. 

 The vestry approved the budget report/status. 

• The Vestry reviewed the 2021 budget and provided tentative approval pending seeing final numbers in January and fur-
ther pledge results. 

• Pledges are coming in below same levels as last year – the Stewardship Team is reaching out to those who 
have not as yet pledged to seek a commitment. 

• The Vestry Search Committee provided an update on the effort to identify 5+ candidates to run for their vacated seats 
during our annual meeting in February.  A pool of candidates has been identified and  the team is in the process of vet-
ting - more to follow on this in January. 

• The Annual Meeting will be held at 11am on Sunday, February 14 as an online webinar due to pandemic con-
cerns.  More to follow on our unique handling of this important yearly event in January. 

• The Vestry discussed our emerging transition process, unanimously agreeing to pursue an accelerated time-
line as recommended by the Diocese which, if successful, would result in our having our new Rector next 
Fall.  Key first steps in the process are: 

 to bring on an interim Rector, possibly by January 1 and, 

 to solicit the congregation to apply for the search committee which we plan to have in place by late 
January.   

• The Vestry went into executive session to: 

 Discuss 2021 compensation for the Assistant Rector and staff – cost of living/merit raises were approved for 
the Assistant Rector and all staff members. 

 Discuss a resolution to amend Mother Cameron’s work agreement to include a statement that she would re-
main for six months after the new Rector onboards and, subject to her then possibly leaving, have three months 
to undertake her new job search. 

• After executive session, Mother Cameron returned to the meeting and motions were made and unanimously approved 
on both the compensation changes and the modification to Mother Cameron’s work agreement. 

Mother Cameron closed the meeting with a prayer. 

As always, please reach out to a vestry member or warden if you have questions or wish to discuss this update or the budget 
report!   ~Mike Kennedy, Senior Warden 

Ve
stry 



 

Celebrating January Birthdays 
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Megan Adair 
Maggie Austin 
Eloise Bath 
Sheila Bihnmyer 
James Bratton 
Gunnar Carlson 
Bill Climer 
Debbie Cline 
Rich Colvin 
Nicholas Cooperrider 
Kennedy de Bear 
Emily DeAngelo 
Ryan DeAngelo 
Hadley Fowler 
Thomas Fowler 
Fred Graff 
Harrison Graff 
Corinne Hallermann 
Sue Hamilton 
Greg Hegstrom 
Mary Horton 
Mim Jester 
Ann King 
Larry Lab 
Casey Landers 
Drew Landers 
Randy Leite 
William Lewis 

Mike Machesky 
Mark MacKenzie 
Bruce Mansfield 
Grace Mayo 
Jordan Newlon 
John Palmer 
Wade Purcell 
Randy Rasmussen 
Katie Rich 
Evan Richard 
Theo Righter 
Don Ritchey 
Carolyn Shubert 
Courtney Sladoje 
Grayson Smith 
Janet Snapp 
Ayla Stains 
April Turner 

 IN MEMORIAM 
Florence  Kearney 

 Aunt to Stephen Norris  

Don Anderson 
Brother In Law of Marilyn Lyren 

Jerry Murphy 
Father of Shawn Murphy 

May their souls, and the souls of all the  faithful departed, 
by the mercy and grace of God, rest in peace. 
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Celebrating January 
Anniversaries 

It is a New Year. It is a time for new resolutions, and a time to 
try something different. How about joining the Tuesday Morn-
ing Men’s Group? Every Tuesday Morning at 7:00 AM a group 
of St. Pat’s Men meet on Zoom for community, fellowship, and 
discussion. It is a time when men of Saint Patrick’s Parish can 
come together in a very casual manner to pursue their individual 
spiritual journeys. What that truly means is that we all have 
questions and are in different spots in our lives as Christians. 
We find it helps to share, talk, and realize we are not alone or 
unique in our journeys of faith. New insights and understand-
ings of scripture can help us discover more about 
our journeys. The group dynamic is 
fun and supportive. Usually, 
there are 12-15 participants and 
that means 12-15 different con-
cepts of what being a Christian is 
all about. We would enjoy having 
you join us.  If you are interested,  

contact me, Doug Pittsenbarger, or call the Parish Office and 
we will get you on the list to receive the Zoom Meeting Invita-
tion each week.  

Jeff & Phyllis Beuter 
Bill & Julie Blair 

VESTRY & WARDENS OF ST. PATRICK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

 

 

Bill Fairweather 

Eric Ghiz 

Susan Jones 

Tawnya Lewis 

Nancy McCracken 

Rick Sicker 

Alex Shields 

 

Mike Kennedy, Senior Warden 

Chris Nelson, Junior Warden 

Lynne Colcombe 

Gregg Mambourg 
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