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Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Prelude     St. Patrick’s Breastplate       John Hebden Schaffner  

 

Opening Hymn 370 (vs. 1-2, 5-7) “I bind unto myself today” 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
   Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People   Glory to God for ever and ever. 
  
Glory to God 
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The Collect of the Day   
Celebrant God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people offer you true and 

laudable service: Grant that we may run without stumbling to obtain your heavenly promises; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen.     
   

A reading from the book of Ruth 1:1-18 

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain man of 

Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. The 

name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two 

sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went 

into the country of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, 

and she was left with her two sons. These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was 

Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, both 

Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her 

husband. 
 

Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she had 

heard in the country of Moab that the LORD had considered his people and given them food. 

So she set out from the place where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, 

and they went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her two 

daughters-in-law, "Go back each of you to your mother's house. May the LORD deal kindly 

with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The LORD grant that you may find 

security, each of you in the house of your husband." Then she kissed them, and they wept 

aloud. They said to her, "No, we will return with you to your people." But Naomi said, 

"Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in my womb that 

they may become your husbands? Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old 

to have a husband. Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband 

tonight and bear sons, would you then wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain 

from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for you, because 
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the hand of the LORD has turned against me." Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her 

mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 

So she said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return 

after your sister-in-law.” But Ruth said, 
 

“Do not press me to leave you 

or to turn back from following you! 

Where you go, I will go; 

Where you lodge, I will lodge; 

your people shall be my people, 

and your God my God. 

Where you die, I will die— 

there will I be buried. 

May the Lord do thus and so to me, 

and more as well, 

if even death parts me from you!” 

When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her. 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 146 

1 Hallelujah! 

Praise the LORD, O my soul! * 

I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, * 

for there is no help in them. 

3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, * 

and in that day their thoughts perish. 

4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 

whose hope is in the LORD their God; 

5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 

who keeps his promise for ever; 

6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 

and food to those who hunger. 

7 The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; * 

the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

8 The LORD loves the righteous; 

the LORD cares for the stranger; * 

he sustains the orphan and widow, 

but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

9 The LORD shall reign for ever, * 

your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 

Hallelujah! 
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A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 9:11-14 

When Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the 

greater and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), he entered once 

for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood, 

thus obtaining eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of 

the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies those who have been defiled so that their flesh is purified, 

how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 

without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to worship the living God! 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

Gradual Hymn 580 (vs.1-2, 5-6) “Where charity and love prevail” 

 

The Gospel:  Mark 12:28-34 

Deacon or Priest The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark.  

People   Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

One of the scribes came near and heard the Saducees disputing with one another, and seeing 

that Jesus answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” 

Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 

and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment greater than these.” Then the scribe said to him, “You are 

right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; and ‘to 

love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,’ and ‘to 

love one’s neighbor as oneself,’ —this is much more important than all whole burnt 

offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are 

not far from the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question. 
 

Deacon/Priest  The Gospel of the Lord.  

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Sermon        

    

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary 

and was made man 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Reader 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
  

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.  Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
  

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 

may honor and serve the common good.  Especially we pray for our President, Joe, for our 

Governor, Mike, and for those serving in the military, and for first responders and all  who serve 

in harm’s way. Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
  

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 

service of others and to your honor and glory. Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
  

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and especially...who celebrate birthdays and 

...who celebrate wedding anniversaries this week. We pray for Victoria and Kate, aspirants for 

holy orders. We pray for Jason Emerson and his family as they prepare to move here.  We pray 

for the Church of the Nativity in Ft. Oglethorpe, Georgia as they begin their time of transition 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
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Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; and especially ...  Give them 

courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
  

We commend to your mercy all who have died; and especially ...,  that your will for them may be 

fulfilled;  and we pray that we may share with Patrick and all your saints in your eternal 

kingdom.  

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
  

Celebrant adds the following concluding collect. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with 

you:” Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that 

heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

 

Minister and People 

God of all mercy,  

we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, 

   in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

   the evil we have done, 

   and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love 

and serve only your will. Amen. 

 

Absolution 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

Peace 

Priest  The peace of the Lord be always with you  

People  And also with you. 

 

Announcements 

 

Offertory Music    LaRocque   Pierre Attaignant 
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The people’s gifts of bread and wine, along with the collection, are brought to the Altar. (Please stand.) 

  

Doxology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer 1 from Enriching our Worship 1 

  

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Celebrant  
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain 

of mercy. You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant 

love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. 
  

Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. Therefore, joining with 

Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all 

creation as we sing: 
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The Celebrant continues 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your 

own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we 

might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your 

image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; 

and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never 

ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. Through Abraham and 

Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the 

wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. 
  

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into 

the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death 

on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 
  

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the 

words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to 

be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given 
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thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which 

is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
  

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured 

out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 
  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
  

The Celebrant continues 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread 

and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus 

Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s 

Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with 

Patrick and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, 

we may praise your Name for ever. 
  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 

glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray as we sing, 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

  

The Fraction Hymn  

 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share 

each proud division ends. 

The love that made us, makes us one 

and strangers now are friends. 

 

The Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
  

For those watching from home you may read the following. 

Spiritual Communion  

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 

Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember 

your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I 

cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come 

spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me 

never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to 

come. Amen.  

 

Communion Hymn 328 “Draw nigh and take the body of the Lord” 

 

 Post Communion Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
  

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 

Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ out Lord. Amen. 

     

The Blessing 
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Closing Hymn 688 “A mighty fortress is our God” 

 

Dismissal 

Priest  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

  

 Postlude   A Mighty Fortress   Timothy Albrecht   

 


