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Hi, I'm Father Jason 

I am so excited to be your new rector and to serve alongside you in God's mission in Dublin and 
the Diocese of Southern Ohio.  By the time you read this, my family and I will have moved to 
town and I'll have had my first Sunday where, hopefully, I will have met many of you.  For those 
of you that couldn't make it on the 28th, let me introduce myself a bit.  I grew up the son of a 
Southern Baptist preacher (yes, I am the Son of a Preacher Man).  However, have no fear. I am 
5'6"; I have always been and always will be a short preacher.   

I became an Episcopalian in College through the campus ministry at Middle Tennessee State Uni-
versity where I got a Bachelor's degree in Music Theory and Composition.  From there I went to 
grad school for a Master's in Music Composition at CCM at the University of Cincinnati, where I 
got involved with the Lutheran Campus Ministry and Lutheran Outdoor Ministries of 
Ohio.  Through being a camp counselor I met my wife Jodie, and the seeds of my call to ministry 
were planted.  After completing my Master's degree, I went out to Omaha, Nebraska to do the 
Resurrection House Discernment Internship.  Working in the Church of the Holy Spirit Episco-
pal Church and living in the Resurrection House intentional community, I answered the call to the 
priesthood, and I was sponsored by the diocese of Nebraska for seminary. I went to THE Gen-
eral Theological Seminary in New York City and then returned to Omaha for what was supposed 
to be a two-year curacy. 

Thirteen years, two kids, and three calls later, we returned east to serve at the Church of Nativity in 
Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia just outside of Chattanooga.  We have been blessed to serve alongside 
the people of Nativity for the last four years and to be close to my parents and two of my siblings 
who live in Nashville.     

Jodie is originally from Zanesville, Ohio, and did her undergrad degree at Capital in Bexley.  She is 
a world-class educator and administrator and will be working for Columbus City Schools planting 
the A.V.I.D. program in the three schools in East Columbus.  We are the proud parents of 11-
year old twins, Isaac and Evelyn, who will be attending Davis Middle School.  Isaac loves superhe-
roes, is an emerging drama kid, and Yugi Oh enthusiast.  Evelyn recently took up the French 
Horn and can solve a Rubix Cube in under 30 seconds.  Yeah, you read that right.  Please pray for 
me.  My kids are smarter than me.   

There is no doubt that God is at work in, at, and through St. Patrick's.  Over the next year, just like 
the earliest Christians in the 2nd chapter of Acts, we are going to eat together and pray togeth-
er.  We'll be getting to know each other, listening to each other until your story and my story be-
come our story.  We'll keep this prayerful listening going so that our story gets caught up in God's 
story.  This time of listening,  praying, dreaming, and visioning will enable us to join God's mission 
and growth for the next generation of Dublin.  I can't wait to worship God alongside you, to 
learn, give, and grow with you, and to serve our neighbors in the Name of Jesus with you as well.   

If you'd like to learn more about me you can check out some of my sermons, music, and podcasts 
on my website www.barefootpriest.com.  I look forward to getting to know all of you in the days 
to come and remember... 

No matter what, God loves you more than you can possibly imagine.  

Father Jason Emerson† 

https://open.spotify.com/track/7odHgoLFi3GQ90E9PeraI3?si=6422cbc30596440a
https://www.avid.org/
http://www.barefootpriest.com
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The Episcopal 

Church Welcomes 

You. 

 

The Prince of Peace  
is on his way! 

 

Baby Shower 
honoring 

The Blessed Mary and Baby Jesus 
 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 
in Smith Hall during  

the 9:30 a.m. Coffee Hour 
 

Requesting donations of diapers (Size 6-only)  
and wipes for the Dublin Food Pantry. 

Donations accepted from December 1st-12th! 

Baby Shower for Mary 

Join your fellow congregants at coffee hour for a celebration of the upcoming birth 
of Baby Jesus!  We will have special treats and are asking for donations of diapers 

(Size 6 please) and baby wipes that will be taken to the Dublin Food Pantry for fami-
lies in need.  Thank you!   Fran Montgomery & Beth Landers 

mailto:church@pats-dublin.org
http://www.pats-dublin.org
mailto:rector@pats-dublin.org
mailto:administrator@pats-dublin.org
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Formation Corner: 

Advent Season is a very special time of year that sometimes gets 
lost in the bright lights of the Christmas season it precedes. The 
first day of Advent is the first day of a new Liturgical (or church) 
calendar and begins a four-week period of preparation in anticipa-
tion of the nativity of Jesus at Christmas. At St. Patrick's, we have a 
lot of different ways that your family can prepare your hearts and 
homes for the blessed birth: 

• Join us on December 5th at 4:30 for the annual St. Nicholas 
Dinner and visit from the Bishop of Myra himself. We will have 
activities, crafts, stories, and songs for the whole family followed by 
a family dinner of pizza and salad.  

• Remember! Sunday School is back in person at St. Patrick’s, so 
feel free to come in and join us for all Sundays in Advent, except 
for November 28th due to the Thanksgiving holiday. 

• Use your Advent in a Box to provide your family with all the 
supplies needed for family devotions each week of Advent. All vid-
eos of the stories and songs will be posted on the church's 
YouTube channel, and if you ordered a box, there will be some 
additional supplies you can use in there. 

• Try a new family tradition. When setting up your nativity scene 
this year, don't just leave the manger empty until Christmas Eve, 
take the kids on a hunt for Mary and Joseph and the donkey by 
hiding them around the house each day. It was a LONG journey to 
get to Bethlehem for the Holy Family. Make this Advent a special 
time to talk about the journey that your family is on together. 
Again, after Christmas, hide the Three Kings each of the twelve 
days before Epiphany. 

Make a Jesse Tree together and start a snuggly bed-time tradition 
with a Jesse Tree devotional book. Here's a link for free printable 
ornaments https://awellpurposedwoman.com/jesse-tree-tradition-
free-printable/ Here's a great book, "Unwrapping the Greatest 
Gift," you can check out from the library https://
cml.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S105C1959738 

Consider making an Advent playlist that helps us get ready for baby 
Jesus' birth in song. Songs like "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" 
and "Low, How a Rose 'Ere Blooming" are low-hanging fruits on 
this unconventional Advent playlist https://
www.americamagazine.org/faith/2017/12/02/unconventional-
advent-playlist-227957 

May you be filled with the joy and excitement this Advent!  

~Annika Russo 

Advent 
Read-A-Long with Father 
Jason 

This advent, we’ll start year C of the lec-
tionary cycle, the one centered around 
the Gospel of Luke.  Or as I like to call 
it, the Broadway Musical Gospel because 
people randomly burst out into song 
frequently in Luke’s Gospel.  There are 
24 chapters in Luke; so, I invite you to 
read a chapter a day along with me start-
ing December 1st.  Reading just one 
chapter a day together, we’ll finish the 
whole book on Christmas Eve.  To help 
with the journey, I’ll be posting a 
YouTube video on the Church’s 
YouTube Channel everyday with a short 
reflection/discussion of the chap-
ters.  So join me in reading Luke and 
you’ll discover why Jesus spits into the 
wind, why preaching in your home town 
can be hazardous to your health, and 
why the Charlie Brown Christmas spe-
cial is the best animated Christmas 
special ever. 

Christmas Eve Services 

Friday, December 24th 

5:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m. 

 

Christmas Day Service 

Saturday, December 25th  

10:00 a.m. 

 

 

https://awellpurposedwoman.com/jesse-tree-tradition-free-printable/
https://awellpurposedwoman.com/jesse-tree-tradition-free-printable/
https://cml.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S105C1959738
https://cml.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S105C1959738
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2017/12/02/unconventional-advent-playlist-227957
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2017/12/02/unconventional-advent-playlist-227957
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2017/12/02/unconventional-advent-playlist-227957
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Vestry Highlights 

Dick Gehman opened the meeting in prayer, then the Vestry entered executive session with Pastor Eliza-
beth Hoster. At the conclusion of the executive session, the Vestry was joined by Sarah MacKenzie, Ber-
nadette Westman, and Charles Bratton. After review, the minutes of the October meeting were approved 
with no changes. 

Charles Bratton presented a proposal to build an outdoor fire ring at St. Patrick’s as his Eagle Scout pro-
ject. Charles provided an overview of his project, including design, location, materials, code compliance, 
budget, and timeline. He also outlined his fundraising plan, with all funds in excess of project needs being 
donated directly to St. Patrick’s. The Vestry unanimously voted to approve Charles’ plan, and thanked him 
for choosing St. Patrick’s as beneficiary of his project. He will proceed by gaining final approval from his 
BSA district council.  

Sarah MacKenzie presented the treasurer’s report. She noted that revenue was down in October, and that 
expenses were also down. The Finance Committee met and reviewed the DSO annual audit procedures; the internal audit 
for September is also now complete. Sarah wrote a checklist for regular bank reconciliations, and thanked Bernadette West-
man for performing this function for many years. She is currently seeking a volunteer to do bank reconciliations. Sarah also 
shared that both she and the Pledge Secretary have new St. Patrick’s email addresses. 

Mike Kennedy reviewed the new policy for protecting personally identifiable information (PII) of congregation members 
and staff, including such information as names, addresses, and phone numbers. The Vestry voted to approved the policy. 

Rick Sicker reported on behalf of the Vestry Nominating Committee. Several potential committee members have been ap-
proached. The committee will nominate a slate of candidates for the Vestry, to be voted upon in the next annual meeting. 

Mike Kennedy gave a multimedia update. Equipment delivery has been delayed due to supply chain issues. In the interim, 
he acknowledged Bill Eddy’s efforts to enhance the sound quality of streaming services using existing technology. 

Chris Nelson provided a building update. An HVAC unit for the sanctuary required a belt replacement, and Chris thanked 
Amy O’Neill for her role in communicating with the vendor. Supply chain issues have delayed the delivery of sample LED 
lighting. Chris and Tim Carty investigated a leak in a large window in the sanctuary and are working toward a permanent 
resolution. 

Mike Kennedy gave a brief update on the annual fall pledge campaign, which at the time of meeting had already reached 
10% of the fundraising goal. He acknowledged speakers Catherine Loveland and Fran Montgomery, whose messages were 
both powerful and well-received. Alex Carter shared about the use of Facebook as part of the campaign. 

The Vestry wholeheartedly thanked Pastor Elizabeth for her ministry at St. Patrick’s as our interim Priest-in-Charge. We 
have been truly blessed to be a part of her journey. Pastor Elizabeth closed the meeting with prayer. 

Alex Carter 

 VESTRY & WARDENS OF ST. PATRICK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

 

 

Susan Jones 

Dick Gehman 

Gregg Mambourg 

Nancy McCracken 

John Russo 

Alex Shields 

Rick Sicker 

Mike Kennedy, Senior Warden 

Chris Nelson Junior Warden 

Lynne Colcombe 

Alex Carter 

Ve
stry 
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For many years I have used the ancient Christian breath prayer as a mantra to calm my heart: 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God (inhale) 

have mercy on me a sinner (exhale) 

This is known as the Jesus Prayer or Prayer of the Heart.  It was taken from the words spoken to 

Jesus in the first century and it is a way toward slowing down and savoring the moment, being full of gratitude for 
the simple activities we do each day.  Recently I have discovered a beautiful little book by Christine Valters Paint-
ner called Breath Prayer: an ancient practice for the everyday sacred.  Hindus, Sufis and Buddhists also used such mantras 
for meditation.  Jews pray the Shema, “Hear oh Israel: The Lord our God, The Lord is One”.  These breath prayers are 
prayed by heart, at all times of the day and night. 

Paintner opens the door for many new breath prayers to use at particular times, including breath prayers we create 
ourselves.  I find them so lovely, and I thought you might enjoy these as well. 

 

 Quieting ourselves:   I breathe in peace, 
    I breathe out love. 

 Awakening:  I breathe in possibility, 
    I breathe out gratitude. 

 In the midst of loss: The river of grief 
    no way but through. 

 Lighting a candle: I light a flame 
 to remember  
 all is sacred 
 here and now. 

 Crossing a door or threshold: 
    Crossing over 

 The veil is thin. 

Try to use a breath prayer this month, see if this helps you to stop and listen for the Divine! 

Lisa Palchick 

Breath Prayer 

Inhalation is wine. Exhalation is surrender. 

Beauty does not stream down from above. 

It murmurs from the well of Silence in your heart. 

Silence is the Mother.  You are her song. 

-Alfred LaMotte 
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Give the sweet gift of 
Freedom this year ... 
donate $25 to Freedom a la 
Cart and receive a box of 
CAUSE COOKIES!  Free-
dom a la Cart brings hope to 
survivors of sex trafficking 
and exploitation so they can 
build new lives of freedom 
and self-sufficiency.  

With each $25 donated to 
Freedom's Cause Cookie 
campaign, you'll receive a beautifully packaged box of fresh, from-scratch holiday 
cookies. Each box contains a dozen assortment of chocolate crinkles, pistachio white 
chocolate cookies, raspberry rugelach, and a traditional Gingersnap holiday favorite + 
a note of thanks from a survivor. Each donation provides workforce training and 
wraparound supportive services for survivors of sex trafficking. 

Order online today through visiting Freedom a la Cart’s website, at https://
freedomalacart.org/cause-cookies/.  For your convenience, we have established St 
Patrick’s as a pick up site.  Pickup your order at St Patrick’s on December 12th from 
11am – 12 noon.  

Instructions on how to order:   To designate pick-up at St Patrick’s, please select the 
designated box under the “Pick-Up Date” tab – St Patrick’s Church, December 12th. 

If you prefer another date, you may choose to pick up orders at Freedom Café any 
weekday from Dec 1-21st.  Order 4 boxes or more and receive free delivery from 
Freedom a la Cart. 

We welcome Father Jason, his family, 
congregation members and children 

to worship in person.   
Children’s chapel in person started 

11/7/21. 
You are INVITED. 

You will be WELCOMED. 
You can CONNECT with others. 

Tuesday AM Group Wishes you a Blessed Christmas 

The Tuesday AM Group invites you to join us. 
After doing a book discussion, Holy Envy, the 
group has chosen to look at another book, 

Mere Christianity by C. S. Lewis. We began our 
discussions, one chapter a week of about 5-8 
pages, on November 9. If you could not start 

on 11/9, no problem, each week is a discussion 
on one short chapter you can easily join in on. 

We meet at 7:00 AM every Tuesday morning (except 12/28) for one hour in 
hybrid mode. Some of the guys attend in person in Smith Hall at St. Pat’s 

(masked) and some of us join by Zoom. If you would like the Zoom invitation, 
let Amy  in the parish office or me at pittsenbarger@gmail.com know.  

Seriously, if you have ever thought about joining us, or are looking for something 
new, please consider giving the group a try. We have a lot of fun and a bunch of 

good comradery.  

 
St. Arbucks plans to 
meet during Decem-
ber (Wednesdays at 
10:00 A.M.) We 
thought we had 
found the perfect lo-
cation at Starbucks at 
Mill Run, but they 
have closed inside seating.  We 
are planning to move to the 
Starbucks located inside the 
Giant Eagle Store on Perimeter 
Drive in Dublin.  That location 
hopefully will solve the seating 
and parking problems we have 
experienced with the Historic 
Dublin site. 

https://freedomalacart.org/cause-cookies/
https://freedomalacart.org/cause-cookies/
mailto:pittsenbarger@gmail.com
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Church Finance Process Improvements 

During the holiday season, we are all especially mindful of the need to guard against identity theft and so protect ourselves 
by using safe practices when we are shopping online and in stores. In the same spirit, St. Patrick’s Finance Team has been 
hard at work fortifying our financial processes to further safeguard our church’s sensitive financial information.  

With the Vestry’s oversight and support, they have recently implemented: 

• New role-based email addresses for the Treasurer and Pledge Secretary - all email transactions for these roles are 
now logged in the church’s IT system and so available for audit, training, and review.  

• Enhanced PII (Personal Identifiable Information) protection - documents with employee PII (like W2s and 1099 
forms) are now being stored in the rector’s office under lock and key. Documents with parishioner PII (like check cop-
ies) are stored in the locked finance office.  

• New PII policy - all requests to review, transmit or dispose of documents containing PII must be made via email to 
the Rector and Senior Warden and approved by both. 

• Check-signing policy/team changes - guidelines on who can sign checks have been updated to conform with dioc-
esan policy and an all-volunteer check signatory team has been established. 

• Monthly “mini-audits” - our bookkeeping, pledge revenue and vendor transactions are being spot checked by Doug 
Langenfeld and Mark Hanes to increase visibility and control. 

• Improved process/transaction visibility & documentation - with conversion to Realm, bookkeeping and related 
reporting is now online with enhanced visibility, tracking, and documentation; all major finance processes are now fully 
documented for improved training and simplified auditing. 

Please join the Clergy and Vestry in thanking Finance Team members Sarah MacKenzie (Treasurer), Stacy Craig 
(Bookkeeper) and Charlie Horton (Pledge Secretary) for their commitment to excellence and focus on continued improve-
ment in this key ministry! 

Mike Kennedy, Senior Warden 

Pledges & Expenses 

                                    Total Pledges                                        Total Expenses 
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The 147th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Southern Ohio was held on Saturday, 
Nov. 13, 2021. The Convention is the annual business meeting of the diocese, during 
which we conduct elections, hear reports, and vote on the budget, resolutions and any oth-
er actions presented. It includes the clergy of the diocese and elected lay representatives 
from each of the congregations in the diocese, this year including St. Pat’s representatives: 

•   Lissa Barker 

•   Roy Barker 

•   Mike Kennedy 

•   Lisa Palchick 

Once again, this year’s convention was held as a zoom webinar with nearly 500 people logging in to the Diocese’s third such 
virtual gathering and the business of the diocese was conducted without a hitch! 

Bishop Smith gave the opening prayer to start things off and later offered a heartfelt address about the impact of the pan-
demic and resiliency of our diocesan community.  

Six resolutions were considered with special emphasis on Becoming Beloved Community: 

• R2021-01: Change canonical designation of St. Paul’s, Logan, from mission to parish – PASSED 

• R2021-02: Mission Share Funding Plan – PASSED 

• R2021-03: Creation of a Capital Improvement Fund – FAILED 

• R2021-04: A Resolution for Continued Funding of the Beloved Community – PASSED 

• R2021-05: A Resolution to Include the Name Bishop Barbara Clementine Harris in the Lesser Feasts & Fasts 
Calendar – PASSED 

• R2021-06: Continuing the work of the Reparations Task Force – PASSED 

Several clergy and lay members were elected to diocesan leadership roles including a few well known to our congrega-
tion: 

• Lissa Barker: elected lay member to the Standing Committee 

• Anika Russo: elected to Procter Board of Directors 

• Rev. David Kendall-Sperry: elected clergy member to the Standing Committee 

To read Bishop Smith’s address, see who was elected to which post and learn more about the convention proceedings, 
please consult the Diocesan web page (Diocese of Southern Ohio Annual Convention (dsoconvention.org)) or reach out to 
Lissa, Roy, Lisa or me for further information. 

Please congratulate Lissa and Annika when you see them and be sure to thank our convention delegates! 

Mike Kennedy, Senior Warden 

Thank You From Pastor Elizabeth 

Dear Saints, The loving sendoff you gave me was infinitely more than I could ask or imagine! Thank you for your 

heartfelt cards, gifts, words of kindness, and hugs.  Thank you for building the strong, resilient, caring communi-

ty in Christ that is St. Patrick’s. I pray you every blessing for your new chapter with Fr. Jason.  Be a window 

for God’s love always!  

With love and gratitude, 

Elizabeth 

*Check out Elizabeth’s thank you message on YouTube HERE 

https://dsoconvention.org/
https://youtu.be/TVRvY1P12bE
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Wellness Words 

Lissa has a slightly tattered bumper sticker on her car that is a quote from Lao Tzu, a great Chinese philosopher. It says “If 
we don’t change directions, we’ll probably get where we’re going.”  Some think this is a political statement (although Lao 
Tzu said it well before the United States was in existence.) It is really a resilience statement. Resilience is defined as the ability 
to pivot, in a constructive manner, in the face of changing circumstances. It is a positive action that helps recalculate what’s 
important. It keeps us from the downward spiral of negative emotion and entropy. 

This holiday season is a great time to practice resilience. This year brings a whole new set of baggage to the celebrations. 
First, many of us will be able to have a family gathering that hasn’t been possible over the past couple of years, stress person-
ified. Second, many families will have a large hole in the celebration where a beloved family member has died- especially 
when the death was caused by COVID or COVID related conditions. Third, many families are struggling to afford the cost 
of travel and that cost isn’t just financial. The specter of celebrating Christmas in the airport because your flight was can-
celled isn’t a pretty one. Then there is the one that is one that is most dangerous to  wellness: “This Christmas has to be per-
fect because we haven’t been able to have a great celebration in the past two years.” Resilience is the key to achieving well-
ness in these situations. 

Here are some tips for practicing resilience: 

• Listen to your inner voice as it tells you what changes need to be made in your life. Decide what should stay and 
what can be let go. 

• Offer support to someone you know who is also practicing change- working together often helps with clarity of 
purpose. 

• Take the time to breathe and focus on calm- when there are too many things to do- decide what’s the most 
important and let the others go. 

• Say NO to overcommitment- do it 
gently and with love, but be firm. 

• Decorate wisely, it’s not a contest- 
remember the “reason for the sea-
son.” 

• Don’t waste energy judging or being 
angry with others for what they do 
or don’t do. 

• Get enough sleep (at least 7 hours). 
Eat wisely. 

• Make your bed every morning. Take 
time to implement your morning 
hygiene routine. 

• Wear clothes that help you feel 
good. 

• When things seem awful, find one 
good point and pray “Alleluia      
Anyway.” 

Above all, practice what the Presiding Bishop 
recommends: “Put Christ back into Christianity” 
it will go a long way toward achieving resilience. 

Blessings!    Lissa and Rose 

Youth Group 
Youth Group - December Theme: Prepare the Way 
All youth 6th - 12th grade are welcome to attend. All activities will be 
outside unless wet or otherwise noted. So dress for the weather! Eve-
nings include dinner, fellowship, prayers and music. Time 5:30 - 7:30 pm 
unless otherwise noted. Contact Tawnya Lewis or Annika Russo or see 
the weekly email for more information. 

Dec 5th - Bonus ** 11:30 am transport toys to FCCS with Mrs. Yuhas 

Dec 5th - Dinner with Parish for St. Nicholas: Confirmation (Sponsors 
Meeting 6pm) and J2A split  
Dec 12th - Advent Service Project 
Dec 19th - White Elephant Gift Exchange Party with Potluck in the Par-
ish Hall 

Dec 26th - Off to enjoy time with your family 

Jan 2nd - Alumni Weekend: College Youth invited to attend  

Jan 9th - Confirmation and J2A split  

Come join the fun whenever you can! Friends are always welcome. 
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 December Birthdays 

Kaitlyn Arvidson 
Katie Barna 
Greg Bell 
Jennifer Bell 
Sam Boggess 
Mary Bradley 
Jeff Buroff 
Elliott Cline 
Evan Cline 
Chris Cochran 
Lynne Colcombe 
Will Denny 
Cindy Doan 
Mary Edwards 

Will Givens 
Katryn Hallermann 
Jason Huffman 
Emma Hull 
Red Hummel 
Steven Jones 
Tracey Kubik 
Linda Lakemacher 
Andy Landers 
Eleanor McIntosh 
Quinn Montgomery 
Ike Phelps 
Wiley Phelps 
Rondi Purcell 

Katie Rapp 
Ellis Righter 
Dan Rogowski 
Carol Ross 
John Rucker 
John Russo 
Ryan Schildknecht 
Bobbi Shipley 
Doug Sladoje 
Bob Straley 
Pam Straley 
Ray Turner 
Vicki von Sadovszky 
Steven Whitman 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Ruth Norris 
Mother of Stephen Norris     

 

May their souls, and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, by the mercy and grace of 

God, rest in peace. 

December Anniversaries 

Greg & Jennifer Bell 
Paul & Valerie Cook 
Wayne & Suzanne Holliday 
Steve & Jenelle Hoseus 
Bob & Linda Lakemacher 
Brock & Kathy Poling 
Nick & Jessica Randolph 

Youth Group Recap 
Youth Group has had an amazing fall! In October, we learned to "Care For  Cre-
ation" through our service project with Pet Promise and guest speakers from our 
parish's Creation Care ministry. Thank you to Betty Lyle and Charlie Horton for 
sharing your passion for Creation with our youth and giving them tools to make 
a difference one choice at a time. Thank you to all the families who joined us for 
our corn maze adventure on All Hallow's Eve! The youth led a fabulous service 
filled with a reading of the Witch of Endor and music around the campfire.  

In November, we explored the theme "Feed My Children" with a service project 
featuring a scavenger hunt around the neighborhood, collecting points as we  
collected non-perishable food items! With this food, we were able to explore 
world-wide poverty, dividing up the food items according to country/ team 
wealth. Ask your favorite youth what team they were on and how much food 
they got to eat that night! We were also blessed to spend an evening celebrating 
Pastor Elizabeth's ministry with our youth! We had a Spirit-filled night of fellow-
ship and music, laughter and togetherness.  

Youth Group is open to all youth in grades 6-12. Our purpose is to bring God's 
love to the world using all our unique gifts and celebrating God's presence in each other. The first Sunday of every month, 
we divide into Confirmation Class for high schoolers and Journey to Adulthood (J2A) for middle schoolers. During this 
time of formation and reflection, we are learning about ourselves, our faith, and our journey as Christians. We welcome all 
the prayers of our church family as these young people live God's love in their lives, and for the leaders as we walk with 
them on their journey. In addition to prayers, we also appreciate donations of food for our weekly suppers together. If you 
are able to supply food for about 25 youth and leaders or want to pair with a fellow parishioner to share the load, please 
contact Vicky Bratton. If you have ways that the youth can be a blessing to your ministry, please contact Tawnya Lewis. 
Thank you for your continued support of the St. Patrick's Youth Group! 

~Annika Russo 
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