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The Liturgy of the Palms 
The congregation may gather at a place apart from the church, so that all may go into the 
church in procession. The branches of palm or of other trees or shrubs to be carried in the pro-
cession may be distributed to the people before the service. 
 
The following is said, the people standing 
  Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter 
with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life 
and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Here a Deacon or other person reads 

Luke 19:28-40 

After telling a parable to the crowd at Jericho, Jesus went on ahead, going up to 
Jerusalem. When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the 
Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, "Go into the village ahead of 
you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. 
Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' just say 
this, 'The Lord needs it.'" So those who were sent departed and found it as he had 
told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you 
untying the colt?" They said, "The Lord needs it." Then they brought it to Jesus; 
and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, 
people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching the 
path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began 
to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had 
seen, saying, 
 

"Blessed is the king 
who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Peace in heaven, 
and glory in the highest heaven!" 

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, order your disciples to stop." 
He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out." 
 
The Celebrant then says the following blessing 
  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed 
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us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jeru-
salem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their gar-
ments and branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his vic-
tory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and 
follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you 
and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The following may then be said 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Procession 
Deacon  Let us go forth in peace. 
People  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
During the procession, all hold branches in their hands and sing  
Hymn 154 “All glory, laud and honor” 
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At a suitable place, the procession may halt while the following is said 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and 
entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the 
way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
 
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People  His mercy endures forever. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, 
giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the 
way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The people sit. 
 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 50:4-9a 

The Lord God has given me 
the tongue of a teacher, 

that I may know how to sustain 
the weary with a word. 

Morning by morning he wakens-- 
wakens my ear 
to listen as those who are taught. 

The Lord God has opened my ear, 
and I was not rebellious, 
I did not turn backward. 

I gave my back to those who struck me, 
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

I did not hide my face 
from insult and spitting. 

The Lord God helps me; 
therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, 
and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 
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Let us stand up together. 

Who are my adversaries? 
Let them confront me. 

It is the Lord God who helps me; 
who will declare me guilty? 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 31:9-16          

9 Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; * 
my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
and also my throat and my belly. 

10 For my life is wasted with grief, 
and my years with sighing; * 
my strength fails me because of affliction, 
and my bones are consumed. 

11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 
a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 
when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 
I am as useless as a broken pot. 

13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 
fear is all around; * 
they put their heads together against me; 
they plot to take my life. 

14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. * 
I have said, "You are my God. 

15 My times are in your hand; * 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness save me." 

 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi  2:5-11 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 

who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, 
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but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death-- 
even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
  

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Gradual Hymn 170 “To mock your reign, O dearest Lord”    
 
Gospel : The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
 
The congregation reads the responses of the crowd, following the cues below. 
   
   * * * * * 
 
Pilate  Whom do you want me to release for you? Jesus, your King, or 
  Barabbas, the rebel murderer? 
Crowd  Barabbas! Give us Barabbas! 
 
Pilate  What shall I do then with Jesus, your Anointed One? 
Crowd  Crucify him! Crucify him! 
 
Pilate  Are you certain of his guilt?/Narrator The crowd took up the chant: 
Crowd  Crucify him! Crucify him! Crucify him! 
 
Pilate  Shall I crucify your king? 
Crowd  We have no king but Caesar! 
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   * * * * *  
 
Narrator . . . shoved a reed between his fingers for a scepter. Kneeling down be
  fore him, they mocked him, saying: 
Crowd  All hail, Jesus, King of the Jews! 
 
   * * * * * 
 
After the Narrator’s words, “Golgotha, which means ‘Place of the Skull.’” 
ALL STAND 
 
Children’s Sermon 
 
Sermon        
 
The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
     and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again  
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   And his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
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who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The people stand or kneel. 
Prayers of the People, Form IV       
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. (Silence) 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; 
that we may honor one another and serve the common good. Especially we pray for our 
President, Joe, and for our Governor, Mike. (Silence) 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. (Silence) 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us.  We pray for… who celebrate birthdays this 
week; and for… who celebrate their anniversary this week. (Silence) 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; especially …give them 
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. (Silence) 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially…, that your will for them 
may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 
kingdom. (Silence) 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
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A period of silence is kept.  The Celebrant adds a concluding collect. 
O God our heavenly Father, you have blesse us and given us dominion over all the 
earth: In crease our reverence before the mystery of life; and give us new insight into 
your purposes for the human race, and for a peaceful and swift end to the war in Ukraine 
in accordance with your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 
The Offertory 
 
Offertory Anthem   Let the Same Mind Be in You     Thomas Pavlechko   
 
The people’s gifts of bread and wine, along with the collection, are brought to the Altar.  Please 
stand during the presentation. 

 
The Doxology 
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The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

The Celebrant sings 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord: For our 
sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; 
and, by his suffering and death, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who put 
their trust in him. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archan-
gels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 
 
Celebrant and People 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The people kneel or stand. 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the 
cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and       
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thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal king-
dom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
AMEN. 
 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:  
 
Celebrant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
A period of silence is kept. 
  
Fraction 
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The Invitation 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God.   
 

All persons are invited to the Altar.  If you choose to receive communion, you may do 
so in several ways: If you prefer to receive a blessing only, please cross your hands 
over your chest as a signal to the ministers.   If you want a gluten free wafer, please 
place your palms down when you are at the Altar rail. 

 
Communion Hymn 435 “At the name of Jesus”    
 
Post Communion Prayer 
All stand or kneel. 
 
The Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 



14 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Eucharistic Visitor Sending 
Officiant 
We send you out in the Name of God to those who can’t be here today bearing the body 
of Christ so they may be the body of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Blessing 
Life is short, and we do not have long to gladden the hearts of those who make this 
earthly pilgrimage with us. So, be swift to love, make haste to do kindness, shower 
abundant hospitality on friend and stranger, and walk in mercy that you might find the 
path of justice. And may the blessings of Almighty God, the creator, redeemer, and sus-
tainer, be with you and those you love now and forever. Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn 164 “Alone thou goest forth, O Lord” 
 
Dismissal 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Postlude  My Song is Love Unknown (Rhosymedre)    Ralph Vaughan-Williams 

 
 

We thank Tomasz Jarzecki for his contributions this morning.  
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The Poet Thinks about the Donkey 
On the outskirts of Jerusalem 
the donkey waited. 
Not especially brave, or filled with understanding, 
he stood and waited. 
 
How horses, turned out into the meadow, 
    leap with delight! 
How doves, released from their cages, 
    clatter away, splashed with sunlight! 
 
But the donkey, tied to a tree as usual, waited. 
Then he let himself be led away. 
Then he let the stranger mount. 
 
Never had he seen such crowds! 
And I wonder if he at all imagined what was to happen. 
Still, he was what he had always been: small, dark, obedient.. 
 
I hope, finally, he felt brave. 
I hope, finally, he loved the man who rode so lightly upon him, 
as he lifted one dusty hoof and stepped, as he had to, forward. 
 
Mary Oliver 


