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The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

Prelude   Who is This Host Arrayed in White?          John Ferguson 

         

Opening Hymn 478 “Jesus, our mighty Lord” 

  
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

     We come to this place from all kinds of places. 

People      We bring our hearts and our minds and our faces. 

Celebrant  We’ve come from near and we’ve come from far. 

People      We’ve come just the way we are. 

Celebrant  And while the words might be amusing, 

                 We know they wouldn’t be everyone’s choosing. 

                 Some folks who will remain anonymous, 

                 Like their worship to be deuteronimous. 

                 And that’s OK if it floats your boat, 

                 The readings, the hymns, the reciting by rote. 

                 But today I think that’s not what it takes. 

                 Today our boats float on quite different-ish lakes. 

                 The style will be different and before we begin it. 

                 We have to make sure that we put our hearts in it. 

                 So bring on the whimsy, the tunes and the rhymes. 

                 Let our worship reflect our tides and our times. 

  

                 And we gather this gathering in a gatherly way. 

People       To sing and to laugh and to dance and to pray.   

 

Hymn of Praise LEVAS II 221 “This little light of mine” 

         
The Collect of the Day   
Celebrant The Lord be with you! 
People  And also with you! 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant  

O God, who protects us, selects us, directs us,  
Who stood by King David and never rejects us. 
Stay with us, give comfort in the face of all storm-kinds. 
Be they the wet-kind, unfair, or un-just kind. 
Give us the courage to offer protections 
To those who are hurt by the world’s indiscretions. 
May we all come to know you as the source of our hope, 
As the strength of all strengths that helps us to cope 
In a world which makes even optimists mope. 
Amen. 
  

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 9:36-43 

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was 
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devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and died. When they had 

washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who 

heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, "Please come to us without 

delay." So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room 

upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that 

Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down 

and prayed. He turned to the body and said, "Tabitha, get up." Then she opened her eyes, and 

seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and 

widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in 

the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 23 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 

I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 

and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 

you have anointed my head with oil, 

and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 

A reading from the Revelation to John 7:9-17 

I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from 

all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed 

in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 

creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

and thanksgiving and honor 

and power and might 

be to our God forever and ever! 

Amen.” 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where 

have they come from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, 
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"These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and 

made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

and worship him day and night within his temple, 

and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

the sun will not strike them, 

nor any scorching heat; 

for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 

and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." 
 

 Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

Gradual Hymn 520 “Blessed city, heavenly Salem” (sing to the tune Lauda anima) 

 

The Gospel: John 10:22-30 
 

Deacon or Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  

People   Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus 

was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and 

said to him, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us 

plainly." Jesus answered, "I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in 

my Father's name testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my 

sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, 

and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has 

given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father's hand. The 

Father and I are one." 
 

Deacon/Priest  The Gospel of the Lord.  

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

Sermon 

 

An Affirmation of Faith 

All standing, say 

I believe in our God who made heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in the Christ who knew human birth. 

Was conceived by the Spirit and suffered the pains 

Of the cross and the grave, and the whips and the chains. 

Knew the darkness of death and then in three days 

Left the grave to be empty, to heaven he raised. 
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I believe in the Spirit, the life that it brings, 

And the way that it works through all sorts of things. 

  

I believe in the Church and our God three in one, 

Put together there’s room for all sorts of fun, 

And with God, Christ, and Spirit, we’ve only begun! 

  

The Prayers of the People 

Leader   We pray for the world and all of creation, 

  Save it from damage and devastation. 

  Give us strength to clean up the place, 

  And use our resources with wisdom and grace. 

  In this place and on this day. 

People  Hear our voices as we pray. 

 

Leader          We pray for the church, more than windows & steeples, 

          We pray for its work and we pray for its peoples. 

          We pray for the outreach, the needs that it’s meeting. 

                     We pray for the folks doing clothing and feeding, 

                     And bringing compassion and comfort and care, 

                     To places where folks feel like no one is there. 

          In this place and on this day, 
People            Hear our voices as we pray. 

  

Leader          We pray for our leaders both lay and ordained. 

                     May their courage be strong and their spirits sustained. 

                     Keep our bishops and deacons and priest in your care. 

                     Bless their work and their rest and their study and prayer. 

                     In this place on this day, 

People           Hear our voices as we pray. 

  

Leader          We pray for those folks whose ends don’t seem to meet, 

                    And people who don’t have enough food to eat. 

                    We pray for the homeless who sleep in the cold. 

                    We pray for the young and we pray for the old. 

                    We pray for people whose health may be failing, 

                    Especially for those of our friends who are ailing. (pause) 

                      In this place on this day. 

People           Hear our voices as we pray. 

  

Leader          We pray for our loved ones who now rest in peace. 

                    May our memory and love of them only increase. 

                    We pray for workers in factories and shops, 

                    In tall office buildings, for doctors and cops, 

                    And teachers and students and workers at home, 

                   And we pray for travelers wherever they roam. 
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                   And among all our prayers we list last but not least, 

                   In this world you’ve created, we pray for peace. 

                   With our family and our friends, From our beginnings and our ends, 

People         We stand together and we send, from earth to heaven our Amen. 

  

Peace 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People       And also with you. 

 

Announcements 

 

Offertory Anthem                The Tree of Life My Soul Hath Seen           Mark Schweizer  

   
The people’s gifts of bread and wine, along with the collection, are brought to the Altar. (Please stand.) 

 

 Doxology 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebration of The Eucharist 

Prayer over the Gifts: 

Celebrant and People 

  Dear God, 

  Everything that’s done through you 

  Becomes refreshed and made anew. 

  Take the gifts that we have brought 

  These simple things, or so we thought, 

  And do the things that you do to ‘em. 

  May your love be made known thru ‘em. 

  And remember, just the same, 

  We bring ourselves in Jesus’ name. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant God is with you. 

People    And with you as well. 

Celebrant We’ve got a story to pray. 

People  And a prayer to tell. 

Celebrant So lift your hearts high 

People  right to the sky.  

  We come to the table… 

The Celebrant proceeds 

And I'll tell you why ...  

  

It's all about thanks, for this and for that  

For the sun and the rain and the Cat in the Hat  

For everything that comes from God  

The high and the low,  

The even, the odd.  

Our thanks are to God,  

the God who made us,  

And loved us and laughed us  

and danced us and played us.  

  

So God, we say thanks, right from our hearts  

`Cuz everyone knows that that's where it starts.  

  

Thanks for your guidance through deserts and seas  

And protection from plagues like the frogs and the fleas  

And thanks for apostles and prophets of old  

For the lessons they taught and the stories they told  

We know it wasn't all cookies and cake  

What you would offer, we wouldn't take  

We figured "we're clever. We'll find something new"  

And we wound up worshipping ... something. Not you.  

And when we were guilty of too much celebrating  

We came to our senses and found you were waiting  

and waiting for us to return  

`Cuz sooner or later you knew we would learn  

  

That your voice had an "I heard it before" kind of ring  

And your welcome was always an "open arms" kind of thing.  

We remember your blessings all through the ages  

They colour our windows, we wrote 'em on pages  

And because we're so grateful we just can't resist  

Singing your praises with something like this:  

  

Holy, and holy, and holier still  

O, God you're all that and more  
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Your glory is known through heaven and earth  

So we sing like never before:  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna to the max!  

The one who comes in the name of the Lord is blessed,  

and those are the facts.  

So we sing it again like we sang it before,  

Hosanna to the max!  

  

As time went by we made it awful hard for you to reach us  

And so you sent the Christ to come and be with us and teach us.  

He talked of peace, He shared his healing  

He heard our words, He felt our feeling  

And lifted us right through the ceiling.  

The blind were sighted, Daylight came to the dark-of-nighted  

And the frightened soon became unfrighted.  

The lame were walking, the mute were talking,  

The locked up prisoners got their unlocking.  

  

All this was so you'd have our attention  

So we could approach without apprehension  

And on the night before he died,  

Jesus did something he hadn't tried  

In a room up where the stairway ends  

He shared a meal with some of his friends  

He looked at them, He took the bread  

He gave the blessing and then he said, 

"This bread we share is my body, you see  

Take it and eat it in memory of me"  

Then after supper, before they cleaned up  

The wine was poured and He took the cup 

And offered thanks and said, "Here, drink.  

There's more in here than what you think."  

"This is my blood I give for you  

And those who think their life is through  

Because they've sinned.  

They should be living  

And remember that our God's forgiving."  

  

"I know it's a lot. Don't try to think through it.  

What's really important is just that you do it.”  

  

So bless this meal with your Holy Spirit  

And those who taste it, and see it, and hear it  

And make us one with him you sent  

To show us you're so excellent  

So glory to God, for now and for then  
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Forever and always and together, Amen.  

 

The Jesus Prayer 
Celebrant and People 

We hold you dear as children should.  

Your name is holy, true and good.  

Your kingdom come, your will be done  

In heaven like on earth as one.  

Give us today our daily bread,  

Forgive the things we've done and said,  

As we forgive things done to us,  

And save us from the temptuous.  

Keep evil times from us and ours,  

For the kingdom and the powers,  

And the glory, just for you.  

For all time 'til time is through.  

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant 

One bread, two bread,  

me bread, you bread.  
  
People 

Take the old and make it new bread.  

  
All persons are invited to the Altar.  If you choose to receive communion, you may do so in one of 
the following ways: 

• Consume the bread first and then sip from the cup. 

• Intinction is strongly discouraged however if you choose to intinct, please simply 
leave the wafer in your hands.  The chalice bearer will dip the wafer for you then 
hand it back to you.   

• Communion in one kind, or both, is acceptable.  If you prefer to not receive the wine, 
you may proceed to your seat after receiving the bread. 

• If you would like to receive a blessing only, please cross your hands over your chest as 
a signal to the ministers.    

• If you want a gluten free wafer, please place your palms down when you approach the 
ministers. 

 

Communion Hymn 335 “I am the bread of life” 

 

Prayer After Communion 
  

Celebrant and People 

Dear God,  

May we who've taken holy things  

Know the joy that blessing brings.  

And as we move from where we are  

To share those blessings near and far,  
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Give us strength along the way.  

This, in Jesus' name we pray.  

  

Eucharistic Visitor Sending 
Officiant  

We send you out in the Name of God to those who can't be here today bearing the body of Christ 

so they may be the body of Christ. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

   

Blessing 

The Celebrant blesses the people. 

 

Closing Hymn 657 “Love divine, all loves excelling” 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon  Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

  

Postlude    Fantasy on Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                Ralph Vaughan Williams 

  

 

             


