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The Last Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

Prelude           Canon in D                    Pachabel  

                                       Ben Fox, cello & Broder Russo, piano 

  
Opening Hymn 711 “Seek ye first the kingdom of God”     Youth Group on Boomwhackers  
  
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

      Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People      And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  

The Celebrant then continues 

      There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People      There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Celebrant   One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People        One God and Father of all. 
  

 The Collect of the Day   
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy 

mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be 

strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  

  

A reading from the book of Exodus 24:12-18 

The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give 

you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their 

instruction.” So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the 

mountain of God. To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; 

for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 
  

Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of  

the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day  

he called to Moses out of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like  

a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses  

entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days  

and forty nights. 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

Homily        John Brian Russo 

 

Psalm 2 

1 Why are the nations in an uproar? * 

Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 
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2 Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, 

and the princes plot together, * 

against the LORD and against his Anointed? 

3 "Let us break their yoke," they say; * 

"let us cast off their bonds from us." 

4 He whose throne is in heaven is laughing; * 

the Lord has them in derision. 

5 Then he speaks to them in his wrath, * 

and his rage fills them with terror. 

6 "I myself have set my king * 

upon my holy hill of Zion." 

7 Let me announce the decree of the LORD: * 

he said to me, "You are my Son; 

this day have I begotten you. 

8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance * 

and the ends of the earth for your possession. 

9 You shall crush them with an iron rod * 

and shatter them like a piece of pottery." 

10 And now, you kings, be wise; * 

be warned, you rulers of the earth. 

11 Submit to the LORD with fear, * 

and with trembling bow before him; 

12 Lest he be angry and you perish; * 

for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

13 Happy are they all * 

who take refuge in him! 

  

A reading from the second letter of Peter 1:16-21 

We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he 

received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the 

Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” We 

ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy 

mountain. 
  

So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive  

to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises  

in your hearts. First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a  

matter of one’s own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men  

and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

People  Thanks be to God.  
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Gradual Music The Ash Grove (Llwyn Onn)    Traditional Welsh Folk Song, arr. P.K. Clifford 

                                    Claire & Zachary Haney, duet 

  

The Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 

Deacon or Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  

People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a 

high mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone 

like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them 

Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be 

here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 

Elijah.” While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from 

the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to 

him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 

But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” And when they 

looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 
  

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision 

until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 

Deacon/Priest   The Gospel of the Lord.  

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

Homily         Ryan DeAngelo 

        

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 
The Celebrant says 

The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

 
The candidates who are able to answer for themselves are presented individually by their Sponsors, as 

follows 

I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
The Celebrant asks 

  Do you desire to be baptized? 

Candidate I do. 
When all have been presented the Celebrant asks the parents and godparents 

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is     

     brought up in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents and Godparents     

I will, with God’s help. 

 
Celebrant         

Will you by your prayers and witness help these children to grow into the full stature of Christ? 
Parents and Godparents 

I will, with God’s help. 
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Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates who can speak for themselves 

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of  wickedness that rebel  

           against God? 

Answer           I renounce them. 
  

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the  

                        creatures of God? 

Answer  I renounce them. 
  

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 

Answer  I renounce them. 
 

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 

Answer  I do. 
  

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

Answer  I do. 
  

Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your  Lord? 

Answer  I do. 
 

The Celebrant then addresses the congregation, saying 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in their life in 

Christ? 

People      We will. 

  
The Celebrant then says these or similar words 

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal 

covenant. 

  
The Baptismal Covenant 
Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father? 

People       I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

                   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People       I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

                  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

                     and born of the Virgin Mary. 

                  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

                     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

                  He descended to the dead. 

                  On the third day he rose again. 

                  He ascended into heaven, 

                     and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

                  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People      I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

                  the holy catholic Church, 

                  the communion of saints, 
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      the forgiveness of sins, 

      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting. 
  

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and  

                    fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People      I will, with God's help. 
 

Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 

                     you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People      I will, with God's help. 
 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 

                    News of God in Christ? 

People      I will, with God's help. 
  

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving  

                   your neighbor as yourself? 

People     I will, with God's help. 
 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,     

                     and respect the dignity of every human being? 

People     I will, with God's help. 

  
  

Prayers for the Candidate 
The Celebrant then says to the congregation 
Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 

  
A Person appointed leads the following petitions 

Leader   Deliver him, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

Leader   Open his hearts to your grace and truth. 

People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
   

Leader   Fill him with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
   

Leader   Keep him in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

People    Lord, hear our prayer. 
   

Leader   Teach him to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader   Bring him to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People   Lord, hear our prayer. 

  
The Celebrant says 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the 

power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and 

forever. Amen. 
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Thanksgiving over the Water 
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying 

  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  

Celebrant 

We thank you, almighty God, for the gift of water. 

Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. 

Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. 

In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the 

Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into 

everlasting life. 
  

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it 

we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful 

obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing 

them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
  

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who are here 

are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our 

Savior. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

  

The Baptism 
The candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant who pours water upon the candidate, saying 

N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
  

When this is completed, the Priest, prays over them, saying 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy spirit you have bestowed upon these 

your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, 

O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and 

to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. 

Amen. 
Then the Priest places a hand on the person’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross and 

saying  

N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 
  

The Celebrant says 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
  

Celebrant and People 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his 

resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.  
 

Peace 

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People       And also with you. 
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Announcements     

 

Offertory Music   Panis Angelicus (Bread of Angels)        Gabriel Faure 

                         Emily DeAngelo, soloist 

  
The people’s gifts of bread and wine, along with the collection, are brought to the Altar. (Please stand.) 

 

 Doxology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Enriching Our Worship-Eucharistic Prayer 2. The people’s responses are in italics. 
  

  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  
Celebrant 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before 

time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into 

being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in 

your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far 

away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you 

called us to live in the fullness of your love. 
  

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through 

eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 
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The Celebrant continues 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and 

death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing 

servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus your holy child. Living among us, Jesus 

loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news 

to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk 

in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 

glorified by you. 
  

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks 

to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
  

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, 

and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for 

you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 
  

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 

who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a 

living sacrifice. 
  

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe 

your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the 

world you have made.  In the fullness of time bring us, with St. Patrick and all your saints, from 

every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the 

foundation of the world. 

  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 

glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,  
  

People and Presider 

Our Father in heaven, 

    hallowed be your Name, 

    your kingdom come, 

    your will be done, 

        on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

    as we forgive those 

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

    and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

    and the glory are yours, 

    now and for ever. Amen. 

  

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 
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Fraction Hymn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Invitation 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

Communion Hymn “You are my All in All”            Dennis Jernigan 

                 Evelyn Emerson, guitar 

You are my strength when I am weak 

You are the treasure that I seek 

You are my all in all. 
  

Seeking you as a precious jewel, 

Lord, to give up I’d be a fool 

You are my all in all. 
  

Chorus: 

Jesus Lamb of God, 

Worthy is Your Name. 

Jesus Lamb of God, 

Worthy is Your Name. 
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Taking my sin, my cross, my shame, 

Rising again, I praise Your Name 

You are my all in all 

When I fall down You pick me up, 

When I am dry, You fill my cup, 

You are my all in all. 

Chorus 

  

Post Communion Prayer 
After Communion, the Presider says 

 Let us pray. 
  

Presider and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 

Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 

you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

 

Closing Hymn “Star of the Morning”                      Leon Patillo 

                            Broder Russo, piano 

Chorus: 

All of creation sings Star of the Morning 

Praise to the Risen King Star of the Morning 

I lift my hands to thee Star of the Morning 

 

You gave Your life to me Star of the Morning 

People shouted, “There goes the King” 

As You walked down the road to Jerusalem 

And there were tears in Your eyes 

They were the ones who yelled “crucify” 

Chorus 

 

When they nailed You to the tree 

Death thought it won a mighty victory 

Not even Death can hold you down 

On the third day you rose from the ground 

Chorus 

 

One day soon we’ll look on high 

And angels of God will light up the sky 

What a day that will be 

When Jesus my Lord comes back for you and me 

Chorus 
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Dismissal 

Deacon  Let us bless the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude           
  

 

     


